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Old Home Day Minutes - February 27, 2020 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  6:37 pm, though only 4 people present. We achieved quorum of 5 at 6:38. 

Old Home Day Countdown:  4 months away - June 20, 2020 

Committee Members Present: Haley Bush Co-Chair, Tammy Bergeron Vice Chair, Barbara Kiszka 

Secretary, Julian Kiszka (Selectman alternate), Bob Fairhurst (Lion's rep),  Roseann Holliday, Jim Peck 

Also attending: Dean Zanello–Plaistow Access video 

Committee Members Absent: John Blinn (Selectman rep), Bill Coye, Tracy Fuller (YMCA rep), Ella 

Lampron, Michelle Lampron, Beth Tilton, Derek Travers (PFD Rep) 

Minutes: 

 Motion to approve the minutes of 16-Feb-2020 by Barbara Kiszka, 2nd by Tammy Bergeron.  

 Haley motions to amend to remove Jim’s email, which occurred after the meeting. Motion to 

approve as amended carries 6-0-1, with Jim Peck abstaining. 

Quorum 

 Jim provides a handout of the Old Home Day (OHD) Committee By-laws. They do not mention 

quorum. Jim has added a line at the end of the “Meetings” section: “The quorum for each 

meeting will be 5 members.”. This will make the quorum of 5 approved at the last meeting 

official. Motion to add the quorum of 5 to the bylaws made Jim Peck, 2ndby Barbara Kiszka. 

Motion carries 7-0-0. 

 

New and departing members 

 Secretary is notified that Jon Gifford does not wish to be listed as a member this year. 

Decisions / Motions: 

1. Theme:“Decades” Some discussion on what that might look like – pick one decade, pick a 

subject and how it changed through the decades, or cover multiple decades in general. 

2. Vendors:We have a cap of 60 vendors. 14 vendors have signed up for 15 spaces. This is twice 

the pace of last year. We have 2 food vendors, which is good.  

3. Beard Contest: is from 12-1. Jim has found an emcee, Keith Smith, who is sponsoring the event. 

Jim has the Tony Santangelo Memorial trophy. Haley offers to be one of the judges. 

4. Baby Contest: the YMCA is covering this contest, including emcee, and prizes. Jim will give 

Audrey’s folder and related Baby contest items to Tracy. 

5. Beer Tent:  Haley found the contact from SmuttyNose no longer works there. They are not 

available on June 20. 

Tammy went to Crow’s Nest,they are interested in managing the beer tent.  

Jim brought up the need to check with Lori Sadewicz on liability insurance before presenting to 

the BOS for approval. 

Tammy (?) also spoke to Tuckermans. They would need a catering license for Plaistow. 
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Riley at the Crow’s Nest suggested 4 beers on tap. Crow’s Nest supplies the workers and keeps 

what they make. They would get a day license, police officer, and insurance binder. 

Arty Sickel of Grand Rental has a blow-up pub to establish a corral. Arty will donate the pub. 

Tammy suggested we could make up a sign with the name of the pub, for example “Arty’s Pub”. 

The selectmen haven’t specifically said anything for or against the beer tent, however the 2 

selectmen on the OHD committee are in favor of it. We only need one more to get approval. 

Tammy will talk to the police to get their recommendations for running the beer tent, such as 

drink limits. 

6. Video:Dean will create a video with a Decades theme, screenshots of old home day, and focus 

on the new features this year: Field Day and the Beer Tent. He has a video of every OHD since 

2009. There is also a shot of the dedication of the memorial flagpole circle.  

OHD started in 1974. 

We can run it on cable and at the Plaistow Historical Society (PHS) on the day of the event. Not 

sure if we have a practical way to display the video in the contest tent. 

Dean will ask the Plaistow Community for photos, then scan them in so they will be high quality 

with no glare. He will also provide an email address where we can request that photos be sent. 

 

Jim stated PHS has a scanner that can be used for this. They would also like copies of the scans. 

Jim will provide all the old OHD pics going back to the early 1900s that the PHS already has, on a 

thumb drive and will help scan new ones.Jim will providethe thumbdrive to Dean. 

7. Fire / Police - no representatives present. No action needed at this time. 

8. Entertainment: 

a. Budget 

i. OHD budget is $22,500 minus $6,000 for fireworks = $16,500  

ii. Discuss budget in detail at next meeting. We should not commit to any spending 

beyond the fireworks until we review the budget. 

b. Paid Entertainment 

i. Haley said the cost for a photo booth, along with costumes, photos, and a 

person to run it, is $1,100. The reaction is this is rather high but might be 

feasible. Haley will get more info? not sure what else we needed? 

ii. Roller skating rink rental is $2,950. Way too expensive. 

iii. Trackless train $1,650, may be feasible, and usually popular 

iv. Tammy suggests a Charlie Chaplin impersonator that will only cost $100 to be in 

the parade and be available for selfies. We could get other characters as well: 

Elvis, Michael Jackson. 

v. The Cycling Murphys were in the parade for free for 2 years and then were paid 

again last year. How much? 

vi. The Mango Steel band is from NH and only costs $900, but they do not have a 

trailer or truck. We can probably find a local company to provide these. 

vii. Shriners Legion of Honor has declined the invite. This is not the same as the 

Shriners with the little cars/trucks. 

viii. Clan McPherson will provide ?? 

ix. Tammy suggests Summertime Marching Band, a multi-generational band. She 

will get the cost. 
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x. Bruins mascot: Blades with a promoter is $1,000 for 2 hours. Tammy believes 

this includes passing out Bruins swag. 

xi. Jim suggested the Windjammers band, who have been popular in the past, 

however the cost is $2,000 which is quite steep.Jim asked Haley or Tammy to 

get back to Russ Weisman to get an answer on whether we wanted NE Bad 

Production’s two bands. We have not decided the entertainment budget yet so 

we cannot commit. 

xii. Dunk tank is only $100 from Grand Union rental and is usually run by the Boy 

Scouts. Jim will talk to Arty Sickel. 

c. Field Day – Beth T. is absent, no update 

i. Haley will look for another cornhole vendor because we still have no response 

Wicked Cornhole. 

9. Parade: 

a. Floats – several have expressed interest so far: 

i. Cartridge World, Girl Scouts, antique cars, Tessa Parziale real estate,  

ii. Morningstar Farms has a cage, can do Police paddy wagon 

iii. Sweet Hill Farms–Jim will contact 

iv. Sheriff’s Dept – Tammy will contact 

v. Methuen Construction may provide truck and trailer? 

b. Awards – Trophies – Tammy has experience from doing trophies for the car show. 

Company in Salem, Esco Awards, can do 3 trophies, need 1-2 week lead time. Previously 

did 12 trophies for $80. 

c. Banner – Esco can also do banners for reasonable cost?  

d. Transportation – can the Golf Rides guy can transfer people up and down the parade 

route? Jim will contact. 

e. Who will contact the State Reps and State Senator? 

10. Raffle: Michelle absent. She will discuss the raffle at next PACE meeting. She will talk to Jim next 

week to coordinate with program. Start to reach out to the businesses in March. 

11. Road Race:  Bob ordered the blue t-shirts from Atkinson Graphic. Same as last year with 40th 

year text. Bob will ask if the Lions can run the sausage tent late to go with the beer tent. 

Reiterate the parade is starting an hour later at 3pm. 

 

12. Program - Michelle will help Jim with the program this year in preparation for taking it over next 

year. PHS will solicit the funds going to Old Home Day, the same as last year. There was a 

misunderstanding at the previous meeting that PHS kept the proceeds from the Program. 

a. Rates: $125 for a quarter page ad, $250 for half, $500 for full page ad 

b. Method: 

i. Plaistow Historical Society (PHS) is a 401c allowed to solicit and collect funds. 

The town and OHD committee are not allowed to solicit. 

ii. Ad form is in triplicate, already printed, requesting ad payment to PHS 

iii. PHS collects funds for ads 

iv. PHS writes check to printer for the program 
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v. PHS writes check to provide remaining funds to the town. This is booked as 

“other income” to lower taxes. $5,300 went back to town the first year. Last 

year the $5,375went to the Delorean and step dancers.  

vi. Town finance director Mr. Colby is against changing the method this year. Next 

year we can arrange to deposit the funds directly into the OHD fund if it exists. 

Next meeting: Alternate Sundays and weeknights: Sunday, March 15, 6:00pm.  

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kiszka, Recording Secretary 


