
Old Home Day Minutes –April 28, 2020  
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 6:07 pm  
Committee Members Present: Haley Bush Co-Chair, Tammy Bergeron Vice Chair, Barbara Kiszka 
Secretary, John Blinn (Selectman rep), Julian Kiszka (Selectman alternate), Beth Tilton 
Dean Zanello is also present 
Bob Fairhurst arrives at 6:15pm 
 
Committee Members Excused: Michelle and Ella Lampron 
Committee Members Absent: Bill Coye, Bob Fairhurst (Lion's rep), Tracy Fuller (YMCA rep),  Jim Peck, 
Derek Travers(PFD Rep) 
 
Chair Haley Bush statement that the meeting is compliant with the Right to Know law during the state of 
emergency. 
 
Chair Bush states she is not confident we can have an Old Home Day  (OHD) that is up to our standards 
and recommends canceling. The Board of Selectmen and Town Manager are supportive of this 
recommendation. Kingston has already cancelled their OHD. 
 
Tammy notes that it is difficult to plan and book vendors and the parade participants when the date 
keeps changing. Haley notes that getting back to normalcy will be enough stress for people if restrictions 
are restricted. 
 
Dean suggests if we have a Pumpkin Lighting in the fall, we might add one of the OHD contests. 
 
Virtual contests are discussed such as the Baby and Beard contests. Perhaps have some of the acts do a 
video for Facebook. Tammy suggests that we have Decades themed videos and have a contest based on 
that during the week we normally have OHD. We could make a competition based on Facebook likes.  
 
The contest could include yard decorating, car decorating, family videos, lip syncs. Dean notes that lip 
syncs are limited to a few seconds before it gets muted out by Facebook, if it is copyrighted material.  
People create videos, Dean could post OHD videos to the Vimeo page, then we could cross-post to our 
OHD Facebook page between now and the original June 20 OHD date.  
 
People could upload their videos to Facebook and tag #PlaistowOHD, or drop to a Google drive, which is 
easier for us. We could create a video montage of the Decades themed contests. We could also cross-
post individual pictures and videos. Dean will do some experiments to determine what works best for 
submitting and publishing videos.   
 
We discussed limits on the contest. How many posts per person are allowed? Facebook has algorithms 
on who sees what videos, so that might not be fair. We could do a montage with numbers for each 
video, so everyone gets the same amount of attention.  
 
How long should the videos be? TikTok limit is 60 seconds. Note that you use music at your own risk of 
getting muted. Karaoke tracks should be OK. A whole song is longer, should we allow a longer song, 
maybe 2 minutes? Consensus is a limit of 90 seconds.  
 



Is June 6 a good deadline for video submission? Yes, but we should have grace period of one day after 
the deadline for anyone having technical difficulties submitting their videos.  
 
The money in the budget for this year’s OHD will go to the new Old Home Day fund for next year. It is 
not clear if we will get any additional money next year. We have not expended any money for OHD this 
year.  
 
It is possible we could still have the fireworks, which would incur an expense. 
 
 
Motion (21:30-24:00) Barbara Kiszka motions that we cancel the public gathering of Old Home day 
including parade and town common event. Tammy Bergeron seconds.Vote is unanimous 7-0-0. Motion 
carries. 
 
Motion (24:30 – 25:00 ) Tammy Bergeron motions that we put out to the public an online post of 
Decades themed videos to be submitted and voted on for a winner for an inside and an outside.  
Discussion starts before there is a second. 
 
Discussion of the contests and prizes includes amount. $250 for each prize was generally agreed upon.  
It was suggested as a Visa gift card. Others liked having it be a collection of cards for local businesses, 
however we are not sure what will be open. We could have a $250 cash/visa prize, then local cards for 
runners up. The number of runners up may depend on the number of entries we get. Then we could get 
$50 and $20 gift certificates to Red’s Shoe Barn, Chicken Connection, or other local businesses. There 
was agreement we should have 2nd and 3rd prizes for each contest. 
 
Motion (28:00 – 30:30 ) Tammy Bergeron motions that we have two online Decades themed video 
contestswith first place prizes of $250 and 2nd and 3rd place prizes of gift certificates to local businesses. 
Barbara Kiszka seconds. Vote is unanimous 7-0-0. Motion carries. 
 
Chair Haley discusses refunding vendors. One vendor suggested that they can donate to the Historical 
Society. We could ask each vendor if they want a refund or if they want to donate to the Historical 
Society.  
 
Motion (42:15 – 43:00 ) Tammy Bergeron motions to accept the minutes of February 27, 2020. Haley 
seconds. Vote is 6 in favor 1 abstain. Motion carries. 
 
Julian Kiszka notes OHD does not have a charter posted on the website. He is not certain he can be a 
voting member. Barbara Kiszka takes the action to find the charter and get it to Beth Hossack for 
posting. 
 
Motion (43:45 – 44:15 ) Tammy Bergeron motions to accept the minute of March 26, 2020. John Blinn 
seconds. Vote is 6 in favor 1 abstain. Motion carries. 
 
Date of next meeting is Sunday, May 17, 2020 
Meeting adjourned at 6:55pm 
 
 
 


